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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Tut Recency.—Before I proceed to 
fhat I intended principally to make the 
pbject of observation in this Number, 
think it necessary to go back, for a littl», 


the subject of Reform, treated of in my_ 


st. I there spoke of the measure as ne- 
ssary to produce that sort of spirit and 
hion in the country, now so loudly 
lied for by all the circumstances of the 
tion, both at home and abroad ;’ but, I 
nitted to notice one possible emergency, 
which the beneficial effect of this great 
Onciliatory measure must be felt in a de- 
se hardly to be calculated: I mean, the 
hergency attending the total destruction 
F the Paper-Money, an emergency, which 
ery one will allow to be possible, and 
hich all those, who have much reflected 
bon the matter, will allow to be probable ; 
d, one would think, that there could 
bt be found a man, even amongst the 
pst venal, to deny this position, after 
e Report of the Bullion Committee and 


e declarations of many of those men, 


ho, if they possibly could have done it, 

fould still have disguised from the people 
real state of the Paper-money.- 

. Husxisson has acknowledged, that 


he Bank-Notes, in which the Dividends 


the Funds are paid, have depreciated 

5 per cent, and he has said, in express 
ords, that the Fund-holder now reeeives 
hly 17 shillings in the pound, out of 
hich he pays 2 shillings more in In- 
Tax, reducing his former pound to 

5 shillings. ——-Mr. Horne Tooke long 
go said that this would be the case. 
ring the short time that he was in Par- 
ment,'he uttered more good sense, upon 
bjects of Political Oeconomy, than I 
ve ever heard of being uttered in that 
ouse for the last 30 years. He dealt not 
fine-spun stuff that has no other effect 
han that of puzzling plain men, and that 
iways has its rise in a want of clear no- 
ons in the speaker or writer. He saw 
he thing clearly himself; and. he com- 
hunicated his knowledge to others, in a 
ay thatno man of common sense could 
1 to understand._—He said it would 


fe a the Bullign Committee have now 








declared it to be; he said that the pound 
of interest in the funds would go on sink- 
ing lower and lower in value, till at last (if 
the progress were not interrapted by some 
convulsion) the pound of interest would not 
purchase a quartern loaf. Now, that this 
depreciation will continue is certain. All 
the powers upon earth cannot prevent it. 
And it must finally produce its natural 
and inevitable consequences. ‘These con- 
sequences may not be attended with any 
violent shock, though any violent shock that 
should accelerate or produce the catas- 
trophe, would also make that catastrophe 
the more dangerous. ‘The time, too, may 
be more or less distant; events from with- 
out or within may operate upon the pa- 
per system more or less rapid!y; but, the 
death of you or me, reader, is not more 
certain, than the catastrophe now in con- 
templation. This being the case, a 
wise government will look forward to it; it 
will be amongst the objects for which such 
a government will endeavour to provide. 
And, in the making of such provision, 
will a wise government leave the temper, 
the disposition, the wishes, of the people 
out of the question? Will not a wise 
government do ail that it can to leave 
the people no solid ground of complaint 
in such a crisis, when, in spite of al] that can 
be done,so much must depend upon the 
disposition of the people, and when, indeed, 
the very existence of the government and 
the maintenance of order and of law will rest 
upon that sole foundation ?——--At such a 
time there ought to be left in being no great 
and general grievance; for, is it not mani- 
fest, does not common sense, as well as the 
experience of the world, teach us, that, if 
such grievance were, at such a time, in 
being, that the people would not be -likel 

to cease their complaints, and, indeed, 
that they would seize upon that. very 
moment for urging them in all the ways 
in their power ? That the present state 
of the Paper-money may be fairly as- 
cribed to the want of a Reform of Par+ 
liament there can, I think, be no doubt; 
because, it was the want of that Reform 
that led to an expenditure, which produced 
the expulsion of gold and the inundation 


of pope But, whether this be admitted 
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or not, there can be no doubt, that, if the 
system produce any very great and gene- 
ral calamity, the calamity would be traced 
to that source, and that it would be no 
wonder if the popular accusations were 
even to exceed the bounds of the real 
truth. Mr. Pitt succeeded in keeping 
down the “ democrats,” that is to say, the 





reformers, in England; but, what was the. 


cust ? Six hundred millions added to the 
national debt, and the present fearful state 
of the Paper-money! Neither he nor his 
successors of the same school have suc- 
cveded in keeping down the Debt and the 
‘Taxes. He often declared, in express 
terms, that our National Debt.was “ the 
«dest ally of France.” What, then, did 
he gain by silencing, for a while, his old 
co-operators for Retorm, if, in doing that, 
he augmented, fourfold, the strength of 
“ France’s best ally ?’——That the first 
war with France arose out of a dread of 
democracy, a dread of the people of Eng- 
Jand ol-taining too much power, is certain. 
I do not say, that there were no men, at 
that time, in England, who wished to 
overturn the kingly government altoge- 
ther; but their numbers must have been 
very small, and they would have been, at 
once, discovered and ellectually put down 
by the granting of that Reform, for which 
many of the most eminent men in Eng- 
land had contended, and for which, there- 
fore, it was perfectly reasonable, that the 
people should still contend. 
posing that the well-known moderation 
of the people of England was not to be 
trusted ; even supposing, that, if not kept 
down by the means of a war with France 
and of Barracks and an army at home, the 
reformers would have gone the length of 
demanding too great a share for the peo- 
ple. Was it not better to have run that 
risk than to do what was done? Let us 
suppose ourselves now in the year 1792, 





and let me put this question to the great 


Land-holders in England. “ You have 
“now your choice: will you have zniver- 
“ sal suffrage and annual parliaments in Eng - 
“land; or will you add six hundred aii. 
“ lians to the national debt, pay ten per 
“‘ cent. upon your income, see*France the 
“absolute mistress of the Continent of 
«Europe, and building navies in all her 
* ports wherewith to attack you?” ———_ 
That man of great estate. must, I think, be 
very perverse indeed, who would not 
choose the former. What, then, has been 
gained in this eighteen ‘years ‘struggle 
against popular principles? “What has 
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been gained by this long “ stand againy 
«< popular encroachment ?” What has beep 
gained, 1 say, by the “ success” “of « 4, 
“ great man now no more” im keeping down 
democrats ? And, are we to be ap. 
swered in the stale cant about “ the times” 
and about the will of Providence to permit 
this or that? Providence, ~ 
ri The Universal Cause 
“* “Acts not by partial, but by general laws ;” 

And, amongst those laws, is this: that wis. 
dom shall, in the end, triumph over folly, 
and that, in the end, every crime shall 
bring its own punishment. If the resul¢ of 
this long struggle shall be favourable to 
those who have pursued the present sys- 
tern in this country, then, indeed, they 
may boast of its wisdom; but, until that 
result be known, it will be too soon for 
them to boast. In all the concerns of 
life, be they of what kind they may, the 
failure of ‘a long series of trials ‘point out 
the wisdom of a change. ‘This 1s the wis- 
dom of experience, which ts of so very 
humble a sort that it is possessed even by 
the brates. The ox that has found yon 
corner of the pasture sour, will feed there 
no more; the horse that has felt the whip 
will not fail to flinch at its'smaek. | What 
would be said, then, of the sliepherd, who, 
having, year aiter year, found the dell to 
rot his sheep, were stil] to lead them to the 
same spot? «And, yet, is this more unwise, 











i more absurd, than the conduct of those 
But, sup- 


Statesmen, who, having, for many years, 
seen that their system has produced an an- 
nual increase of expence, ‘difficulty, ant 
danger, stifl adhere to that system ?—— 
The system of Anti-Jacobinisim; the sy> 
tem of making two ‘distinct classes of the 
people ; the system of keeping ‘down re- 
formers ; this system has’ had an eighteen 
years trial. ‘The tree is known by 1s 
fruit, and the fruit of this system are seen 
at the Bank, in Ireland, in our Pauper List, 
across the Channel.——If this be good fruit; 
if it be such as is pleasant to the taste, and 
promises a healthful digestion, let the sys 
tem ‘continue, and let its author bean ob- 
ject of praise’; “but, if its taste be*bitter 
and its consequences death, let it be 
changed as quickly as possible. And, 3 
the keeping down of reformers has beet 


the great and promiment feature of the 
system, let the effects of detting them UP 


again’ be tried—_We' have had eaper? 
ments enough in other ways. We have had 
all sorts of commercial ind military and Da 


val and diplomatic 5 we have 
had warlike and i ‘experiments ; 
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e have had a peace experiment, and we 
ave had an Union experiment. What 
ave they all done? Have they led to 
appiness at home? Have they lessened 
he number of bankruptcies? Have they 
trengthened public credit? Have they 
nade us secure from without ? Well, then, 
s all these have failed, why nottry a new 
purse? Why not see what reform would 
go? It would cost neither lives nor money. 
t would require neither army nor fleet. 
would make no demands upon the War- 
fice, the Admiralty, the Barrack Depart- 
nent, or the Ordnance. Why not éry it, 
en? What else is there left to try? As 

» diversions abroad, they are over. The 
war in Spain and Portugal is the last of 
hese experiments. What, then is to be 
Jone? I ask any one of the abettors of the 
system to point out any thing that there is 
eft,except the bare defence of the coun- 
; and any thing that he can hepe.for 


but that England should be able just to 
avoid being conquered and made.a depart- 


ment of the French empire. Indeed, this 
s all that. the “ life-and-fortune’”’ men now 
pretend to hope for; so that they have 
brought all their high boasting, to a pretty 
pass. - They set, oyt.with projects of con- 
guest, and they now ‘ope not to be con- 
nuered. They set.qut with resolutions to 


ybdue, ,with bullying threats against all 
be republicans, in the world, “ crush, stifle, 


* strangle,’ were their words. Nothing 
short of a complete re-establishment of 


the old order of things would satisfy them, 
‘They looked as big-and as bluff as giants 


amongst pigmies. How changed! Now 
they whine and cant and turn up their 
eyes, and, in a consumptive sort of voice, 
express their fervent hopes that they shall 
he able to defend themselves, or, .rather, 
that they. shall be defended by the people, 
whom they so long calumniated, and no 
small portion of whom they would gladly 
have seen hanged. They wonthe day. 
They beat the - = thet They subscribed 
and ¢oasted and addressed and huzzaed ; but, 
hat has the victory availed them? What 
3s their condition now ? They beat the re- 
formers ; but, the reformers are still alive, 

nd they are not to be killed by any thing. 

ime, which is. hard at work against their 
persecutors, is as hard at work for them. 

here is not, in the whole chapter of 
events, one that can be favourable to the 
enemies of reform; and, if the country 
remains independent, reform will take 
if gp But, ‘how much better, would it 


v6 that it d.pow originate, with the 


government itself? How gracious this 
would appear ; and what an excellent ef- 
fect it would have! ‘That this vital mea- 
sure; this measure, without which all 
other measures must fail of producing 
any great good, it will not, perhaps, be in 
the power of the Regent’s ministry to 
adopt immediately; but, as I said in my 
last (and I cannot repeat it too often) 
they may immediately give the subject 


Jair play; they may evince their wishes 


fer reform; for, unless they do this, they 
may be well assured, that they will have 
no support from the people. They will 
take to the government in a fine plight. 
They will find an enormously expensive 
war ia Spain and Portugal, for the perse- 
verance in which they will find all those 
who profit, either directly or indirectly, 
from. the taxes. Such men love war of any 
sort, if it be hut expensive and give rise to 
places aud jobs. If they put an end to 
this war, they will have roused all this 
description of persons against them; and, 
if they continue it, they will thereby 
hasten the ;Paper-money crisis.  Com- 
merce and Manufactures, they will find in 
a ticklish state. The war against the Re- 
publicans of France, which, it was boasted 
by Mr. Pitt and his set, had giver us the 
trade of the whole world, has, at last, led 
to,the destruction of no small. part of that 
trade, with a fair prospect of a much 
greater destruction. I, for my own 
part, do. not hold, that foreign trade is at 
all necessary to the maintenance of the 
independence and the greatness of Eng- 
land. lIam.quite convinced, that it is not 
necessary. But, it makes part of the pre- 
sent system; and, at any rate, a great 
diminution of it must produce a shocks 
it must, as to certain parts of the king- 
doin, produce yery serious embarrass- 
ments; and it must affect the revenue 
and the means of propping up the Paper- 
money.——-It is quite useless to laugh at 
the idea of Napoleon’s banishing all our 
trade from the Continent of Europe ; for, 
it is plain that he wil do it. He has al- 
ready reduced it to a mere smuggling trade. 
He has so loaded it with embarrassments 
and penalties, that it cannot be carried on 
but with a loss to us.——Manufacturing 
establishments will grow up on the Con- 
tinent, whither English manufacturers will 
go, in swarms, as they are now going 
from Ireland to. America. It is preposter- 
ous to suppose, that in the countries, 
whence we draw our raw materials, the 





an goods cannot be made as we make 
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in England. Is it- not absurd to believe, 
that, while all the wool that we make into 
superfine cloth, comes from Spain and 
Germany, superfine cloth cannot be made 
in those countries ———See what has been, 
only by the short operation of the Embargo 
and Non-intercourse Acts, done in America. 
To such an extent have the cloth and 
cotton manufactories grown up there, that 
I have been credibly informed, that, dur- 
ing the last year, that the Cards for card- 
ing wool and cotton, shipped for America 
from the Port of Liverpool, have exceeded 
in-amount the cloths shipped at the same 
port, from the counties of Somerset and 
Gloucester.——I always thought, that the 
United States could not produce wool in 
sufficient quantity, on account of the long 
winters, which prevented the keeping of 
sheep. This was a wrong notion, ground- 
ed upon the universal mode in practice in 
Engitand, of keeping sheep upon green 
food in winter. I now find, that, in Ger- 
many, whence comes the finest wool in the 
world, and where is (in Silesia) the ver 
finest flock of sheep in the whole world, all the 
sheep are kept in yards during six months 
im the year, and, no small part of the 
time actually in houses. These are facts 
pot to be doubted of. The feed of the 
sheep, during the long winter, consists of 
diay, straw, and roots, chiefly potatoes ; 
and this being the case, America may 
have sheep in as great abundance as they 
are in England. Indeed, I understand, 
that very great progress has been already 
made in the increase of sheep in America, 
which has received much assistance from 
the breaking up.of the Spanish flocks, of 
which America has had a share. So 
great is the spirit of enterprize in this 
way, that a very intimate friend of miue, 
near Philadelphia, wrote to me, in Jul 
last, that the price of a Spanish ram there 
was, in some cases, a thousand dollars; 
that is to say;£.225 of our Bank of Eng- 
jand note money. But, there have been 
great numbers sent to America since that 
time, from Spain and) Portugal; and, 
which is not a little curious, many thou- 
aands, which I, at one time, notified that I 
ive in. ire, are, I 
bave every reason to suppose, and, for the 
the worthy owner, I anxious] 
hope it, now safely landed in the United 
States! His 
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stand, he was refused leave to send them hon. 
in empty transports, and was, therefore, com. 
pelled either to leave them for the French, 
or ship them off to the United: State; 
and, of course, he chose the latter; and, 
thus, perhaps, by this single act, the epoch 
of the final and complete independence of 
America upon England for woollens will be 
accelerated: by several years; and, with 
regard to the fineness of wool, that country 
will be, at once, put upon an equal footing 
with this. There would be no excusy 
for a detail like this, were I not thoroughly 
persuaded, that we have here before us 
the seeds of a great event; nothing les 
thun the complete and absolute independence of 
America upon English Manufactures. Cotton 
she had toexport; Ironshe had to export; 
she had every thing but wool, and now she 
has that with an abundance of food for all 
sorts of manufacturérs ;_ so that, in a very 
short time, so far will she be from wanting 
woollens from England, that she will have 
them to export, and that the manoufactu- 
rers will follow the manufactory there can 
be no doubt at all; She will be able to 
make cloths much cheaper than we can ; 
and, of. course, she will be able to sell 
them cheaper.——Now, observe, I draw 
from this, no conclusion unfavourable to 
the happiness or the security or the great 
ness of England, none of which are at all 
favoured by the country’s being a worl- 
shop for other nations. 1 am satisfied that 
foreign trade is injurious to England; and 
that it has been’one of the great causes of 
the dangers she now has to out But, as 
I said before, foreign trade is a part of the 
present system of finance, and its sudden de- 
cline must add to the difficulties that the 
overnment will have to encounter.—— 
e Regent’s ministry, therefore, will not, 












any ‘more than as to matters connected 
with war and paper-money. They will, 
in short, be beset with difficulties. Look 
which way they will these difficulties face 
them, not in single rank, but in column. 
And, do they imagine, that they are des 
— tb abide al these withor ° ne s ; 

ial co-operation of the people ? If they 9% 
they will find themselves most egregiously 
deceived.——There is one other measure 








D1} 
nent of the situation of the nation, in the 
Beveral departments of army, navy, church, 
por, taxation, paper-money, colonies, foreign 
rade, and, above all, the liberty of the sub- 
ct and the representation in parliament. 
When any man, in private life, takes a 
ust out of the hands of another, he never 
ails to have a clear statement made out of 
he situation of every part of the concern, 
inless he means to take upon him respon- 
ibility for the past as well as for the future. 
ommon prudence points this out; and, 
t this time, lam sure, that every consi- 
eration that ought to have weight with 
ben in power points it out to those who 
hall be ministers of the Regent. Some of 
hem remember being twitted of coming 
h upon a bed of roses. It will be their 
wn fault, if they be thus twitted again. 
they took to the concern before with the 
bpe of jogging on in the old way. . They 
lere forewarned of the consequences, 
hey were told, that the Roses and Cas- 
wereaghs would beat them at that. They 
espised the warning; but, at the end of 
5 months, they found it verified; they 
bund themselves where they will again 
nd themselves, at the end of less than 
nother 15 months, unless they adopt a 
yidely different course. They seemed 
hen to have adopted the opinion, that place 
would do every thing,:and that principle 
as nothing; that, after representing the 
Bsystem of Mr. Pitt as the most unwise and 
vicked in the world, they might safely 
pursue it; and that, having got into place, 
hey might, with impunity, extol the pub- 
ic virtues of Mr. Pitt, and even vote a 
eward, out of the people’s pockets, to his 
blic services, in the teeth of those amongst 
yhom they had gained credit solely 
heir reprobation of his public character 
bud public conduct. This was the most 
jutting affront that ever was offered to the 
inderstandings and feelings of a nation, 
ind as such it made a deep and lasting im- 
pression; an impression that it will not be 
fasy to wear away.——When they had 
nce been prevailed upon to do this; 
when they had once identified themselves 
ith the public character of the man, 
hose public character it had been the 
business of their whole political lives to 
reprobate, they were, in fact, from that 
moment hound nd hard and foot, and at the 
nerey, 9, Sait for the people 
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regret. Let them beware, then; for.the 
minds of the people are not changed, and 
never will and never can. be changed, as 
to the system of the last 26 years. 
But, the Regency ministers have another, 
and still higher, consigeration to weigh 
with them. ‘The late ministry acted under 
the same head which Mr. Pitt and his set 
had acted under. The Regency minis- 
ters will have a new head. If, therefore, 
they again take up the system; if they 
again take it under their protection; i 
they again.identify themselves, by eulogies 
or otherwise, with the public character of 
Mr. Pitt, what shall we say of their con- 
duct towards the Regent himself ? He stands 
clear, in the eyes of the people, of any, 
even the smallest, participation in that 
system. He has had no artor part in any 
of the, measures of the last 26 years. He 
has had no hand in adding six hundred 
millions to the national debt. He has had 
nothing to do with the Pitt wars against 
republican principles. He had nothing 
to do in the successes over democrats. He 
has had no hand in the measures which 
have augmented the taxes Tourfold. He 
has never had any thing to do with that 
system which has augmented the poor- 
rates from 2 to 5 millions. In short, he 
stands new, fresh, and fair before the peo- 
ple, whom, in the course of nature, he is 
destined to govern. He is a sheet of un- 
soiled paper ; and, ought not his advisers to 
take care, how they cause it to begin by 
writing upon it, “the system of Piti’’ ? 
Ought they not to be very careful how 
they pledge him to this, how they iden- 
tify him with what bas been so fatal to 
England, and the sound of which will, to 
the latest ages, be so hateful to English 
ears fee Thus have I stated, tn time, what 
it appears to me the Regent’s ministry 
ought to think about, at least, the moment 
they are in power, and even before they 
are there. As to the Bill, now before 
the House of Lords for making the Prince 
Regent, there is nothing more to be said. 
upon the subject. It is well understood. 
The principles have all been amply dis- 
cussed, and whether one fourth or one half 
of the regal powers and prerogatives are 
withheld from the Regent makes no dif- 
ference at all. . The principles are, and - 
must remain, the same; and, whether 
they be violated little or much, the same 
objection must eit ——-Our eyes must 
ow be turned towards the measures that 
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out those which appear to me to be most 
essential, I have onty to add, that I wish 
the. whole of them may be good; and, 
that, be they what they may, I shall, in 
giving my opinion of them, divest myself 
of all prejudice and partiality. ——In the 
mean while, as connected with this sub- 
ject, I cannot forbear making a few re- 
marks upon one more passage that ap- 
peared in the Counter (the leading venal 
print) of the 25rd instant——The venal 
man is commenting upon a speech of Sir 
Samvex Romiity, upon the subject of the 
means used to excite suspicions against the 
Princes. “ Review the doctrines contained 
in these extracts. The Regent should 
“ not be responsible, though his office is 
“ notsupreme, but merely a delegated tem- 
‘* porary trust. Who ever heard before of 
“a deputy being irresponsible to his prin- 
“cipal, or any other authority ?—Mr. 
«« Fox, at the Shakespeare Tavern, in Oc- 
“tober 1801, publicly exulted in the ex- 
“ample afforded by the French Revolu- 
“tion, of the right and power of the peo- 
“ple to cashier Kings for misconduct ; 
‘‘ but the Foxites of the present day will 
“not allow even a King’s deputy to be 
“ responsible.. Was it candid to talk of 
“ proceeding against the Regent by infor- 
“mation, as ii so high an officer would 
“ be sued like a common culprit? Was it 
‘‘ not invidious and inflammatory to re- 
“ present him as degraded to the rank of 
«an Exciseman because he was required 
“to take an oath, though the King him- 
“ self takes one? The Opposition would 
“in reality exalt the office of Regent above 
“ that of King! It was humouroasly re- 
« marked that Mr. Barke’s brother thought 
“himself a greater man than Burke, be- 
«cause he was his brother; and now the 
“ Opposition would have the Regent a 
“greater man than the King, because he 
“is his deputy! No law must be made 
** to restrain the Prince. Every thing must 
« be irusied to his magnanimity: to controul 
“* is to insult him. Such language as this 
“might lead a Prince of weak intellects, 
“ of ah irritable, impatient, and arbitrary 
“temper, to dissolve the parliament for 
“ ever, as a body that did nothing but in- 
“sult him, stigmatise him, degrade him 
“ to the rank of an Exciseman, and render 
“ him liable to prosecution like a petty of- 
“fender. Yet this, according to the 
“ Newspaper reports, is the lan of 
“ the Foxites, those friends of freedom ' 
“If they will trust every thing to the Prince’s 

Scretion, what is the we of a Parliament ? 








oe 





« Why not reform it as a regiment is re. 
« formed, by disbanding it altogether, sub. 
“ stituting a military government in iy 
« stead? We have already made too grea: 
“a progress towards a military Govern. 


'« ment; and the Opposition, by piquing 


“the Prince personally, by representing 
« the conduct of Parliament as personally 
« offensive to his Royal Highness, seem 
“ desirous of preparing his mind-to resort to 
“one. No arguments against the restric. 
“ tions can be referred to the Prince per. 
« sonally without being in their nature 
« highly unconstitutional, as making our 
“safety depend upon his discretion, rather 


“than upon the law; and those who can 


“ use them are fitter to become the Mi- 
‘nisters of the Seraglio than of a fre 
“ Country. Were the Prince a weak, im- 
“ perious man, fond only of flatterers and 
“ sycophants, with such an abject fawning 
« Ministry as the Opposition seem ready 
“to become, and the Burdett mob at his 
« heels, the Country would have cause to 
“tremble. But his Royal Highness has 
“ too much good sense to be influenced by 
“the crawling adulation of slaves, and 
‘« too great a love of the liberties of his 
“country, to encourage the anarchical 
“ tyranny of a mob.”——If the fact were 
not so notorious that this man is actuated 
solely by a love of gain, one would really 
suppose, that he had heated his brain into 
insanity. One is ata loss to decide be- 
tween the impudence and the nonsense of 
this passage. This sentence insinuates 
that the Prince is disposed to call in the 
aid of military force wherewith to put down 
the parliament, and the next, that he 
wishes to have the “ Burdett mob’ at his 
heels, as if the two would so cordially 
unite /—-— But, the main drift of the thing 
is to inculcate the notion, that those who 
are opposed to the restrictions wish to intro- 
duce some new powers and give them ‘© 
the Regent; that they want to “ set him 
“ above the King ;” that they are willing 
to “ entrust every thing to his magnam- 
“ mity ;? that they are willing to leave 2! 
“to his discretion ;”? that they are willing 
“ to depend upon his discretion rather thas 
“upon the law.’——What an impudent, 
what an unprincipled, what a shameless 
man this must be ! For my part, I cannol 
form an ‘idea of any thing ‘so base in hv- 
man nature as those qualities that can en2- 
ble'a man to act a. He knows that 


every man of sénse and information will 


perceive the grossness, the foulness, of his 
misrepresentation; but, he also know’ 
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hat the uninformed will not, and that the 
hole of the corrupt tribe will be pleased 
ith him; and thus, for the sake of de- 
siving the ignorant and obtaining the 
pprobation of the corrupt, he knowingly 
nd voluntarily incurs the contempt and 
testation of those whom he is compelled 

D respect. Where is the man who has, 
any time, expressed a wish to invest the 
ince with any new powers ? Who has pro- 
osed to set him abore the King? Who has 
ver thought of depending upon his mag- 
animity rather than upon law ?’ What 
ve, who object to the restrictions and 
jaths and conditions say, is this: that, as 
he Prince is to fill the office of the King, 


le ought to possess all the powers of the 


King, during the time that he fills that 
Dffice ; and no other powers. We say, that 
Me ought to take no oath that the King did 
ot take. We savy, that he ought to 
Be xo more responsible than the King was. 
We say, that it is an outrageous in- 
alt, not only to the Prince, but to 
sommon sense, to suppose him less fit to be 
rusted with power than the King; but, so far 
from saying, that we are willing to trust to 
his discretion rather than to law, we have 
aid, over and over again, that he ought to 
have not an atom of power, not awarded 
im by the constitution, that is to say, the 
ttied laws of the land. This is what we 
have, all along, said, and this is what we 
continue to say. We say, that, if any one 
will briog forward a proposition for dimi- 
‘Rishing the prerogatives of the Crown, we shall 


| cheerfully hear him, and discuss the mat- 


Yer with him. Such a measure may possi- 
Dly be proper; but, we say, that no such 
proposition is offered to us; we say, that it 
As not a diminution, but a division that is 
proposed ; and, we say, that, in a division, 

which would separate a part of the preroga- 
izives from the office of King, we see a depar- 


ure of the principles of our constitution, | 


pwhich holds, that « the prerogatives are 
* vested in the Crown for the benefit of the 
* people.”” We say, that this separating 
must consider the prerogatives in the light 
of personal property; and that we do not so 
‘consider them.——Plain as all this is; con- 


sonant as it is with al! just notions of free- 


dom ; evident as are the truth and justice of 
it; yet, this venal writer finds his accountin 
perversion, or, we may be assured that he 
would not take the pains to pervert. His 
readers consist, for the most part, of those 
bigotted and intolerant 


people thron 
the country, who had their heads well 


crammed Anti-Jacobinism about 12 
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or 15 yearsago, and who are busied much 
more about the means of “ putting down 
«« Jacobins aud Levellers,” than about de- 
fending their country ; those incorrigibly 
stupid animals, who even to this hour, tell 
you of the glorious prospect in Spain and 
Portugal, and who laugh at Massena and 
even at his master; who, when you remind 
them of the fleets preparing in all the ports 
of Europe, answer you by repeating the 
saying about the “ wooden walls of Old 
‘* England ;’’ and who, were they to see, 
or hear of, the approach of a French army 
of only five thousand men, would, if they 
could, sink into the very bowels of the 
earth. These are the bigotted, intolerant, 
stupid, and cowardly people, to whom this 
writer addresses himself. Stupid as they 
are, however, they are more malignant 
than stupid, and though, at bottom, they 
despise him (and he knows it), their ma- 
lice is fed by him, and thus he has a hold 
which he well knows they cannot shake 
off. To these he adds the elect amongst 
the corrupted and corruptors. All| those 
whose object it is to live unfairly, in one 
way or another, upon the people’s earn- 
ings, to fatten upon their sweat: and 
who, rather than see the means of doing 
this put quite beyond their reach for ever, 
would cheerfully view the destruction of 
half the nation by fire and sword. The 
prevalence of justice is, ta such people, 
certain destruction. They cannot breathe 
the same air with truth and justice. Let 
delusion cease, and they perish without 
the assistance of either violence or law. 
This race is in great alarm at present, and 
all-that I can say is, that I sincerely hope 
that their alarm may not prove groundless. 


Starrorpsyire Evecrion. Below [I 
insert two letters, to which I beg leave to 
call the reader’s attention. Mr. Wotse- 
LEY does, it seems, mean to make a stand 
in that County, upon the principle of Mr. 
Burcoyne in Essex; whereat Sir Joun 
WROTTESLEY seems to be very angry. 
To be sure! That is very natural. That 
any man should attempt to give the Frée- 
holders of any County an opportunity of 
voting for aman who will pledge himself 
to demand their rights, is ground for 
anger, in such a case. I hope, I shall 
live, however, to see this done in every 
county ; and that elections will become 
something a little more than mere meet- 
ings of a family or two, surrounded by 
their tenants. ——If the really t 
of every County were to unite, they would 
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carry all county elections, in spite of all 
the jobbing that can, even now, be made 
use of; or, at the very least, they would 
give the jobbers and family compacts so 
yntch trouble and mortification, that an 
election would be to them a serious matter. 
——The yeomen and tradesmen are not just 
to themselves. They want spirit to assert 
what is theirdue. ‘They shrink at great 
names, which only means great riches. 
And, why should they? What js there 
in the name of Wrotesley more than in 
that of Hodgeson or Jackson or Williamson ? 
Man is man, and nothing more. There 
are only two sorts of superiority: one_of 
body, the other of mind. If farmer Hodg- 
son can beat Sir John Wrottesley at box- 
ing, he is, in that way, the best man of the 
two; and if he, er any other farmer or 
tradesman, has more sense and virtue than 
Sir John, he is the best man here again. 
It is a base abandonment of a man’s rights 
to acknowledge any other kind of supe- 
riority, unless it be exacted by ¢éhe law; 
and, d am quite sure, that there is no law 
yet m iingland, that calls upon farmer 
Hodgson to acknowledge his inferiority to 
Sir John Wrottesley. Modesty is be- 
coming in all men, but modesty calls upon 
no one to acknowledge himself inferior to 
another man, unless he is conscious of 
bodily or mental inferjority; and as to 
money and lands, if | were to pitch upon an 
infallible sign of baseness, it would be 
& proneness to acknowledge superiority 
in the rich. I shall return to this sub- 
ject, and, in the mean while, I most 
heartily wish Mr. Wolseley success. 
W*™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
January 25, 1811. 





STAFFORDSHIRE ELECTION. 


Letter from Sir John Wrottesley to the Editor 
of the Wolverhampton Chronicle. 


Sir; A Letter having appeared in the 
Staffordshire Advertiser, signed C. Wolse- 
dey, 1 address you as affording me an ear- 

lier opportunity of an explicit declaration 
upon the subject of its contents. An an- 
swer to Mr. Wolseley is unnecessary ; 
and to him, I must add those, who, like 
himself, consider my brother’s election as 
conclusive of an understanding between 
the families. But for enabling me to ex- 
oes to more cautious and impartial gen- 
tlemen, who hear the evidence before 
they decide the cause, he has my thanks. 








| 
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—In consequence of a reported insinua. 
tion of Mr. Wolseley at the last nomina. 
tion, which at the election he positively 
denied, I felt it incumbent upon me {o 
state openly the connection that had sub. 
sisted between the late lord Stafford and 
myself, and flattered myself that I had 
proved, to the satisfaction of every per. 
son, and even to this gentleman, that that 
connection was not renewed with the pre- 
seut marguis, ‘This open declaration did 
not tend to improve that common inter- 
course of civilities which might and often 
does subsist without any political conside- 
ration; and beyond the formal exchange 
of visits in London, nothing has taken 
place by word of mouth, letter or mes- 
sage, or any, even the slightest conversa 
tion that could tend either to general or 
local politics.—As to my brother’s elec- 
tion, I had no intimation of his intention, 
till he had determined to offer himself a 
candidate for Brackley. At the age of 
thirty-eight he is wholly independent of 
me, and capable of forming his own opi- 
nions. Had he asked my advice, I should 
have given it with that sincerity and 
friendship which has ever subsisted be- 
tween us. But the measure was deter- 
mined upon before I knew it; and my at- 
vice wot having been asked, I certainly 
never intruded it; particularly at a time, 
when it could no longer avail.—The only 
application to me, was for a qualification, 
and, for-the first time in my life, I refused 
him; because I was resolved not to give 
so unequivocal a proof of my approbation. 
—To these circumstances, I add a decla- 
ration, upon my honour as a gentleman, 
that no political connection whatever has 
subsisted between lord Stafford and my- 
self since I quitted Litchfield; and while 
I shall feel flattered with the support of 
those who give me credit for this asser- 
tion, I scorn to atcept it from any mal 
who considers me as capable of the small- 
est deviation from truth, —— But the 
true motives of this letter appear in the 
postscript; no man who reads it will 
doubt that Mr. Wolseley intends to be- 
come a candidate for the representation 


‘of the county, afier the example of Mr. 


Burgoyne in Essex. If these are his i0- 
tentions, it would be more manly to make 
an open and explicit declaration, resting 
his pretensions, . rather. u his ow! 
merits, than attempting to detract from the 
character of others.—I am, Sir, your very 
obedient humble servant, 


_ Joun Wrotrestey. 
Wrottesley, Jan. 12, 1811. 





9] JANUARY 26, 18 


Mr. Wotsetey’s ANSWER, 
> the Freeholders of the County of Stafford. 


GENTLEMEN; Sir John Wrottesley has 
pblished in the Wolverhampton: News- 
per of the 16th inst. a letter in answer 
mine, mserted in the Staffordshire Ad- 
rtiser of the 12th inst. in which I ex- 
essed my doubts of his claims to repre- 

t this county in Parliament; I lament 

at he has thought it necessary. It is 
mpossible for me to be personally hostile 
Sir John Wrottesley; but I have so 
reat an affection for my family, that I 
Mever can or shall allow myself, under 
iny circumstances, to degrade myself so 
r, as to disavow publicly the conduct of 

h honourable brother, whom IJ profess 
ncerely to love and esteem: I have so 
high an opinion of Sir John Wrottesley, 
that I cannot allow myself to suspect, that 
jhe differs from these sentiments. But 
will Sir J. W. say that there is any merit 
him in refusing a qualification to his 
rother, to enable him to be the repre- 
entative of a rotten borough, under the 
uspices of the Marquis of Staflord; will 
ene say that the member for Brackley,' can 
1 honour vote otherwise, than as the 
Tarquis of Stafford directs? Now, does 
sir John Wrottesley mean this, that he re- 
used the qualification to his brother for 
ear of becoming a party to the fraud? or 
Hoes he mean to say that it is upon princi- 
ple, that he is an enemy to fraudulent 
‘qualifications. The county has a right to 
an explicit declaration on these points.— 
Dir John Wrottesley has stated it would be 
manly in me to make an open and expli- 
cit declaration, as to my pretensions. I 
flatter myself that the Freeholders of the 
County will think this letter sufficiently 
manly, open and explicit. I now call 
upon Sir J. Wrottesley to be as explicit, 


Has open, and asmanly. Sir J. Wrottesley [ 


Says ‘ But the true motives of this letter 
appear in the postscript : no man who reads 
at-will doubt that Mr. Wolseley intends 
to become a candidate for the representa- 
‘tion of the county, after the example of 
Mr. Burgoyne, in Essex. If these are his 
intentions it would be more manly to 
make an open and explicit declaration, 
resting his pretensions rather upon his own 
merits, than attempting to detract from 
the character of others.’ This requires 
an open and explicit declaration; my ex- 
planation shall be a manly one. |The 
principles on which a person ought to be 
sent to serve in Parliament, are to keep 
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the Prerogative of the Crown unimpaired 
—to secure the liberties of the People—- 
to oppose in every shape the system of 
Mr. Pitt’s administration; and to obtain 
a radical reform in the Representation of 
the People in Parliament.—These are my 
principles, are they those of Sir J. Wrot- 
tesley? If he will distinctly avow them, 
I will resign all my pretensions to him, 
and will give him my most cordial sup- 
port; but if he will not make this avowal, 
he will find in me a decided opponent, 
and I can assure the county, that I will 
give the Freeholders, at the next election, 
an opportunity of shewing whether their 
principles coincide with mine.—There ‘is 
an old proverb, “ ‘Those who buy dear 
cannot afford to sell cheap.’’ As I do not 
mean to sell you, I shall be at no expence 
in-procuring your votes; it is your busi- 
ness more than mine; to ride to Stafford 
is very little trouble to you; but to do 
your business in Parliament will be a 
heavy burthen upon me: honourable as 
that burthen is, 1 have no anxiety to un- 
dergo it, if Sir J. Wrottesley, or any oiler 
person of respectability will bear it :— 
But Lam resolved the county shall have 
an opportunity of declaring their senti- 
ments.—In the. present situation of the 
world, every thing depends on the ener- 
gies of the people. Will you come for- 
ward and express by your votes, your de- 
testation of the corruptions in Parliament, 
or will you shew that you submit? It 
was by such submission, with the aid of 
the politics of Mr, Pitt, that Napoleon 
has become the master of the world,— 
C, WousELey. 
Wolseley Park, Jan. 18, 1811. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


American States.—Report of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, made to the Con- 
gress, 11th Dec. 1810. 





In obedience to the directions of the 
Act supplementary to the Act entitled, 
“ An Act to establish the Treasury De- 
partment,” the Secretary of the Treasury 
respectfully submits the following Report 
and Estimates :— 


REVENUE. 

The net revenue arising from duties on 
merchandize and tonnage which accrued 
during the year 1808, amounted. to 
10,348,000 dollars, 

The net revenue arising from the same 
sources, which accrued during the year 
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1809, amoufited, as will appear by the 
statement (A) to 6,527,000 dollars. — 

The statement (B) exhibits in detail the 
several species of merchandize and other 
sources from which that revenue was de- 
rived during the year 1909. 

It is ascertained that the net revenue 
arising from the same duties, has, for the 
three first quarters of the year 1810, ex- 
ceeded 7,500,000 dollars; and it is be- 
Jieved that it will not, for the whole year, 
fall short of 12 millions. 

The sales of public lands-North of the 
River Ohio, have, during the year ending 
on the 30th of September, 1810, as ap- 
pears by the statement (C) amounted to 
159,000 acres, and the payments by pur- 
chasers to 610,0€0 dollars. 

The same statement shews that the 
total amount of sales, from the establish- 
ment of the land offices in the year 1800, 
to the 30th of September, 1810, have 
amounted to 3,168,000 acres, which pro- 
duced 6,681,000 dollars; of which sum 
1,648,000 dollars remain due by pur- 
chasers. The sales in the Mississippi 
territory, being (after deducting expences) 
appropriated in the first place to the pay- 
ment of 1,250,000 dollars to the State of 
Georgia, are distinctly stated. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
1. Year ending $0th Sept..1810. 


The actual Receipts in the Treasury, 

during the year ending on the 30th 

of September, 1810, have amount- 

Od tO. .e se caseeeeceees sesesees Dollars 8,688,861 17 
Making, together with the balance in 

the Treasury, on the Ist October, 

1809, and amounting to............ 5,828,936 1 





An Aggregate of ............ 14,517,797 18 
The disbursements during the same year 
have consisted in the following items, viz. 
Civil Department, including miscel- 
laneous expences, and those inci+_ 
dental to the intercourse with fo- 


TIgM MAtiONS ........ccccseees seqbeal 1,219,200 06 
Military and Indian 

Departments ©...,.. 2,514,623 75 
Navy 1,674,735. 50 


SHER Cee meee eee eee 





4,189,259 25 
Jnterest on the Public Debt ......... 2,735,198 91 





Total current expences ... 8,174,958 22 
Payment on account of the priacipal 
of the Public Debt ..........00..000. 2,884,409 24 


Amounting together, as will appear 
more in detail by the statement 


(BY Wl cavvstansescssseiste vesses1,058,76T 46 
And leaving in the Treasury on the 


9h Sept: 1610, a balance of ... 3,459,020 72 
14,517,797 18 
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It therefore appears that the actual re. 
ceipts into the Treasury have exceeded 
the current expences of Government, jp. 
cluding thereon the interest on the debr, 
by a sum of five hundred thousand dollars, 
The expences had, during the preceding 
year, exceeded the receipts by’a sum of 
thirteen hundred thousand dollars. The 
difference arises, not from an increase in 
the receipts, but from a diminution in the 
expences, particularly those of the mili- 
tary and naval departments. 


2. Last Quarter ef the Year 1810, 


The receipts for that quarter will, itis 
believed, be more than sufficient to defray 
the current expences and interest on the 
debt accruing during the same period. 
But the payments to be made on account 
of the principal of the debt in order to 
complete the annual appropriation of 
eight millions of dollars, amounting to 
more than 5,100,000, a lean first nego- 
ciated for$,750,000, and afterwards re- 
duced to 2,750,000, became necessary. 
The receipts and disbursements for that 
quarter are therefore estimated as follows: 
Receipts into the Treasury from the or- 


dinary revenue  .........06+ pesouegve rm 
Proceeds of the loan receivable on 31st 
DOC; UBIO. «..c0s.ssevvccccsscsccsadessses 
Balance in the Treasury on. the Ist 
Dotober, 1S1LD ....30s00 srsees vpemebongen): ae, 008 
8,710,000 
‘ ——— 
Expences, Civil, Military, and Naval, 
REIL SSS ntehtias o> 1,570,000 
Interest accruing on the domestic debt 


2,500,000 


2,750,000 


LAs 
2,070,000 
Payments on account of the public 
debt, in order to complete the annual 
appropriation of eight millions, and 
including the reimbarsement of 31st 
Dec. 1810, on the six per cent. and 
deferred stocks, and that of same date 
of 5,751,125 exchanged six per cent. , 
stock PTOITTISIITITT ITT TTT TTT itr TT iit 4;640,000 
La a ttelie 
6,710,000 

Probable balance in the Treasury on 
3Sist Dec. 1810 see eereeeeeeeetere 2,000,000 


———e 


8,710,000 


8. Year 1811. 


The outstanding revenue bonds, after 
deducting the expences of collection 
and allowing for bad debts, will not 
probably, on the Ist Jan. 1811, fall 
short of eleven millions and a half 
of dollars: the actual receipts for 
the year 1811, on account of the 
sales of lands, may be estintated at 


be 
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"Public Debt. 


It appears by the statement (D) that the 
payments on account of the principal of 


12,500,000 
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lal re. . 7 
ceded nue arising from tmportations sub- 
Z equent to the present year, whieh 
at, Ine ill be received in 1811, will be more 
debt, an sufficient to pay the debentures 
ollars, payable in that year. The actual 
ding receipts into the Treasury during 
y at year may therefore be estimated 
pion of at eeteeteteeeeee Serer eeeretererete etesreeeere 
The 
ase in stimating the expences of Govern- 
in the ment for the year 1811 not to ex- 
milie ceed the aniount actually expended 


‘during the year ending the 30th of 
Sept. 1810, that is to say—- 

pences of a civil nature, both do- 
mestic and foreign 
ilitary and Naval Departments ...... 


itis 





1,240,000 
4,190,000 





efray 


n the 1 adding thereto the interest on the 


riod, Public Debt, estimated ..........«..4. 
‘ount he aggregate of the current expences, 
rr to | exclusively of the payments on ac- 
' count of the principal of the debt, 
n of |) would not exceed....... SK ecco s costs bee 
gz to | he payments on account of the prin- 
eg 0- ) cipal of the debt will be applicable 
Tee | to the annua! reimbursement on the 
} six per cent. and deferred stocks, to 
ary. the re-payment of the loan of 
that 8,750,000 dollars effected this year, 
WS: and to the reimbursemeut in part of 


| the converted six per cent. stock; 
and must, in order to complete the 
annual appropriation of eight mil- 
lions of dollars, amount to ........ . os 


,000 


5,430,000 
2,550,000 


7,980,000 


5,450,000 





000 
aking for the whole amount of the 


,000 expenditures of the year 1811 


000 


ceipts for the same year. 
‘on, an authority to borrow one 


000 te 
dollars would 


000 


——- + 


000 


13,430,000 


Or about one million of dollars more than the re- 


If therefore, this estimate could be relied 


milliow of 


e sufficient to enable Go- 
ernment to pay all the current expences, 
and to reimburse nearly four millions and 


a half of the principal debt, leaving at the 
same time in the Treasury a balance of 
two’ millions of dollars, a sam not greater 
than what under existing circumstances it 


is eligible to reserve. 
00 
00 


100 . , 
sary for fortification, amount to 


But a deficiency 
may take place in receipts, if the amount 
ebentures should exceed what has been 


estimated ; and the expences for the Mi- 
hitary and Naval Departments (which, ac- 
cording to the estimates of these Depart- 
ments, and exclasively of the sum neces- 


4,916,000 


dollars) may be greater than the amount 
actually expended during the year ending 


on the 30th September 1310. 


In order 


to provide for these and other unforeseen 
contingencies, the propriety of authoris- 


ing & re-loan not exceedi 

the amount of the re 
imbursed duri 

‘Spectfully su 


the whole 


principal of the debt re- 
the same year, is re- 


(av4 


the public debt, have amounted during 
the year ending on the 30th day of Sep- 
tember, 1810, to 2,884,000 dollars; and 
during the nine years and a half ensuing 
| on the same day to near 37,700,000 dollars 
exclusively of more than six millions of 
dollars paid in conformity with the provi- 
sions of the Convention with Great Bri- 
tain and of the Louisiana Convention, 

Taking the calendar year 1810 by itself 
the principal of the debt actually reim- 
bursed, will amount to 5,163,376 dollars, 
viz. 
Annual reimbursement of six per cent 

and deferred stocks 


Reimbursement of the six per cent. Ex- 
change Stock 





Peete ew eeeeeeeee #* 


3,751,125 


5,163,376 
From which deducting the Loan from 
the. Bank of 


SCC CPS eee eH ee Hee eee eee 





2,750,000 


TROOP REP LPB REE ESSERE SER SEALE SS 





Leaves for the actual encrease of the 
debt, during the year «.... Orcsdaronryes 2,413,376 
The loan avihorised by the Act of last 
Session, had at first been negotiated in the 
latter end of May, for 3 750,000 dollars 5 
but the expence having proved less than had 
been supposed, it was redaced in October to 
2,750,000. With that object in view, and 
in order that no greater sum should be ul- 
timately borrowed than might be neces- 
sary, and also in order to avoid as long as 
possible an mecrease of stock in the market, 
and that of a more permanent species of 
debt, a temporary loan from the Bank of 
the United States, was preferred to any 
other mode. It is reimbursable on the 
last day of December 1811, with a reser- 
vation that the Bank may, im case of a 
non-renewal of its charter, demand an 
earlier payment on giving three months 
notice. This condition may, if enforced, 
save some interest to the public, and can 
prodoce no inconvenience, as there will 
be no greater difficulty in effecting a 
new ljoan'(if necessary) in the middie than 
in the latter end-of the year. The docu- 
ments I’ GH I shew both the object and 
the terms of the loan. 
From what has been stated it appears 
that no other provisions are necessary for 
the year #811, than a continuance of the 
additional 2« cent. duty, commonly 
called the Mediterranean Fond, and an 
authority to borrow a sum, probably 
| much jess, and certainly not teater than 
| the amount of the principal of the public 
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debt, which will be reimbursed during the 

ear. But as in conformity with the act 
of the Ist of May, 1810, the importation 
of articles, the growth, produce, or manu- 
factures of the dominions, colonies, and 
dependencies of Great Britain will be 
prohibited after the 2d day of February 
next, if that nation shall not before that 
time, so revoke or modify her edicts as 
that they shall cease to violate the neutral 
commerce of the United States, some pro- 
visions appear necessary to be made for 
supplying the deficiency arising from that 
cause, and for giving to the revenue aris- 
ing from that measure all the efficiency 
of which it is susceptible. 

The probable defalcation in the Reve- 
nue cannot, for obvious reasons,-be at this 
time estimated with any degree of preci- 
sion. The experience of the ensuing 


year can alone afford a sufficient data for | 


a permanent and detailed plan adapted to 
that state of things, and calculated to en- 
sure perseverance in the system as long as 
may be thought proper. But in the mean 
while, it appears esential to lay the found- 
ation of such plan, and to guard in time 
against any great deficit in the receipts of 
the year 1812. 

It is believed that under existing cir- 
eumstances it would be sufficient to render 
those receipts equal or nearly equal to the 
current expenditure, including therein the 
saterests on the public debt, and estimated 
at about.eight millions of dollars; and 
with a view to that object, a considerable 
and immediate, increase of the present 
duties on importation is respectfully sug- 
gested. 

It is not less important that that the Act 
should be free from legal difficulties and 
of well-founded objections, and that it 
should be enforced by every practicable 
means; On that subject the following 
observations are submitted :— 

1. The law of the Ist May 1810, hasneither 
expressly defined the edict, the revocation 
of which is expected, nor made a notifica- 
tion by the President of the evidence and 
the soleevidence of the fact. It follows 
that in case of an unsatisfactory modifica- 
tion of her edicts by Great Britain, the 
decision of the question itself whether the 
Non-Importation be actually in force or 
not, will be left to the Courts, whence 
delays and embarrassments will arise, 
which will considerably impede the ope- 
ration of the law. 

2. The Non- ion is to take place 
on the 2d of February next, if a revoca- 
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tion shall not have taken place before {),,, 
day. But this may have taken place ay; 
not be known on that day in the Unite 
States. If the Collectors abstain frop, 
seizing merchandize imported after thy | 
day, until the fact shall have been ascer. 
tained, and the edicts shall not have beep 
revoked, the merchandize will escape for. 
feiture, and the law during that perio 
will be in-operative. If they seize, and 
the edicis shall have been revoked, the 
seizure will have been illegal, and the 
Collectors will be liable to personal suits, 
This inconvenience may be remedied by, 
provision, directing that during that pe. 
riod, it shall be the duty of the Collectors 
to make seizures, but that the goods shall 
be restored to the parties on their giving 
bond with sureties for their value. 

3. No exception has been made by the 
Act in favour of vessels which had sailed 
for the British East Indies prior to the 
President’s Proclamation ; and the short 
period of three months from the date of 
that Proclamation to the day when the 
law is to take effect, will occasion forfeit. 
ure or heavy losses in cases of bond fide 
American property in England paid for o: 
ordered prior to the Proclamation. It seems 
in every point of view eligible that cases 
clearly foreseen should be provided for by 
law, instead of being left to executive dis- 
cretion. ; 

4. It is believed that an abandonment 
by the United States of their share of the 
penalties and forfeitures which may be 11- 
curred, and the distribution of these ac- 
cording to the cirumstances of the case, 
amongst the Collectors, the other Custom- 
house Officers, the Inspectors and others, 
who heretofore had no share, and the in- 
former, in order to insure the greater de- 
gree of zeal and vigilance in detecting in- 
fringements of the law. 

5. Some additional provisions will be 
necessary to enforce the law on the 
Northern frontier of the United States, 
amongst which may be reckoned the erec- 
tion of some new collection districts, pal- 
ticularly on the river St. Lawrence and in 
the Eastern part of the state of Vermont; 
an increase of pay to the Collectors in 
that quarter, inasmuch as under. the Non- 
Imporiation, that part of their compens3- 
tion which is derived from fees will be 
considerably reduced, and that which 
arises from commissions altogether lost ; 
and an authority to the armed force of the 
United States to make seizures. And it 
must be added, that the peculiar situation 
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those districts will render condemna- 
syns extremely difficult, unless the obit- 
tion be imposed on persons claiming 
rchandize seized there to prove that the 
me was legally imported.— All which is 
spectfully submitted, ALBERT GALLATIN, 


ns Towns.—Union of them to France.— 
Distribution of their Territory and Go- 
vernment.——30th Dec. 1810. 


Art. I. Holland,the Hans Towns, Lauen- 
forg, and the territories which lie between 
» North Sea and a line which shall ex- 
d from the place where the Lippe en- 

s the Rhine, to its sources ; from these 
jurces to the Upper Ems ; from the Ems 
the entrance of the Werra into the 
eser; and from Stolzenau on the Weser 

» the Elbe, above the junction of the 
fleekniss, shall form an integral part of the 


French Empire. —Il. The said territories 
jall form 10 Departinents, namely :—The 


lepartment of the Zuyder Zee, of the 
jouths of the Maise, of the Upper Yssel. 
e mouths of the Yssel, East Friesland, 
e West Ems, the East Ems, the Upper 
ns, the mouths of the Weser, and the 
ouths of the Elbe.—III, The number of 
eputies from these Departments to the 
egislative Body shall be as follows : 


or the Departmentofthe Zayder Zee - - - 
Mouths of the Maese - 
Upper Yssel - - - 
Mouths of the Yssel_ - 
East Friesland - - 
West Ems - - - 
East Ems - -. - 
Upper Ems ~- =< - 
Mouths of the Weser 3 
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Mouths of the Elbe - 4 


IV. These Deputies shall be appointed 

the year 1811, and shall be renewed in 
he year to which the Series belongs, in 
hich the department to which they be- 
ong shall be placed.—V. These depart- 
nents shall be placed in the fothowing Se- 
ies of the Legislative Body, namely :— 
first Series, mouths of the Maese and 


? 





est Ems; 2nd Series, Friesland and the 
pper Ems; 3rd Series, the Zuyder Zee 
nd East Ems ; 4th Series, mouths of the 
Yssel, and mouths of the Elbe; 5th Series, 
pper Yssel, and mouths of the Weser.— 

. For the Departments of the Zuyder 
Lee, mouths of the Maese, Upper Yssel, 
mouths of the Yssel, Friesland,- and West 
ems, there shall be an Imperial Court of 
Justice, whose seat shall be at the Hague. 
VII. For the Departments of East Ems, 
pper Ems, the Weser, and the mouths of 
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the Elbe, there shall be an Imperial Court 
of Justice, whose seat shall be at Ham- 
hurgh.—VIII. In the Departments which 
belong to the Jurisdiction of the Imperial 
Court of Justice at the Hague, there shall 
bea Council of Senators; and another 
shall be erected in the Departments which 
belong to the jurisdiction of the Imperial 
Court of Justice at Hamburgh.—IX. The 
cities of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Ham- 
burgh, Bremen and Lubeck are placed 
among the number of good cities; their 
Mayors are to be present at the oath of 
fealty to the Emperors at their Corona- 
tion—X. A communication shall be 
formed with the Baltic by a canal, which, 
extending from the canal of Hamburgh to 
Lubeck, shall make a communication be- 
tween the Elbe and the Weser, the Weser 
and the Ems, and the Ems aad the Rhine. 


AMERICA. Letter from Mr. Pinkney to 
Mr. Smith, Sec. of State. 


Sir;—On the 27th of November, Mr. 
Brownell delivered to me your letters of the 
lith, 14th, and 23d, of the preceding 
month, and on the Saturday following I 
had a conference with the Marquis Wel- 
lesley, in the course of which I explained 
to him fally the grounds upon which [ 
was instructed to request Mr. Jackson’s 
immediate recall, and upon which the 
official intercourse between that minister 
and the American Government has been 
suspended.—Lord Wellesley’s reception of 
what I said to him was frank and friendly, 
and I left him with a persuasion that we 
should have no cause to be dissatisfied with 
the final course of his government on the 
subjects of our conference.—We agreed 
that the interview could only be intro- 
ductory to a more formal proceeding on 
my part; and it was accordingly settled 
between us, that I should present an official 
letter to the effect of my verbal communi- 
cation.—Having prepared such a letter, I 
carried it myself to Pew dlessatsase a few 
days afterwards, and accompanied the 
delivery to Lord Wellesley with some ex- 
planatory observations, with which it is 
not, [ presume, necessary 'to trouble you. 
You will find a copy of this letter in- 
closed, and will be able to colléct.from it 
the substance of the greater part of the 
statements and remarks which I thought 
it my duty to make in the conversation 
above mentioned.—Although I was aware 
that the answer to my letter would not be 


Very hastily given, I certainly was not pre- 
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pared to expect the delay which has ac- 
tually occurred. The President will do 
me the justice to believe that I have used 
every exertion consistent with discretion, 
and the nature of the occasion, to shorten 
that delay, which though not ascribable, 
as I persuade myself, to any motive un- 
friendly or disrespectful to the United 
States, may, I am persuaded, have been 
productive of some disadvantage. <A 
copy of the answer received on the day 
of its date is enclosed.—Between the de- 
livery of my letter and the receipt of the 
reply, Lhad frequent conversations with 
Lord Wellesley, some of which were at 
his own request, and related altogether to 
the subject of my letter. The rest were 
on other subjects, but Mr. Jackson’s affair 
was incidentally mentioned in all. A par- 
ticular account of what was said on these 
several occasions, would scarcely be use- 
ful, and would not fail to be tedious. It 
will, perhaps, be-sufficient.to observe, that 


although these conversations were less | 


satisfactory tome than the first, there was 
always apparent anxiety on the part of 
Lord Wellesley to do what was conci- 
liatory; and that in the share which I 
took in them, I was governed in the api- 
nion, that although it might become my 
duty to avoid with more than ordinary 
care the appearance of my being a party 
to the ultimate proceeding of the British 
Government on my official representa- 
tion, it could not be otherwise than pro- 
per in any turn which the affair could take, 
that Ishould avail myself of every oppor- 
tunity of bringing to Lord Wellesley’s 
mind such considerations as were calcu- 
lated to produce a beneficial influence on 
the form and character of the proceeding. 
In what light the President will view the 
course, which after so. much consideration, 
this Government has adopted, it will not 
become me even to conjecture. If in 
manner or effect it should not fulfil his 
expectations, I shall have to regret, that 
the success of my humble endeavours to 
make it what it ought to be, has not been 
proportions to my zeal and diligence.— 

my letter to Lord Wellesley, of the 


2nd of J » [have very little to say. 
I trast it will be found faithful to my of 


structions; and that while it maintains 
the honour of my Government, it does not 
neglect what is due to conciliation.—I 
am not sure that I onght to have quoted 
in it iyoat letter tome, of the Ist November, 
of which the substance is undoubtedly 
given ip the quotation of your subsequent 
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letter of the 23d of the same month, By 
I saw no objection to a repetition of th. 
just and amicable sentiments expressed ip 
these quotations; and as I had been iy. | 
duced, at my first interview with Lor; 
Wellesley, to read to his Lordship each of 
the passages, Ithought that I wasinsomeso; 
bound to the introduction of both in my 
written communication.—My letter avoii 
all discussion, and all invitations to discus. 
sions on the business of the Chesapeake, on 
the Orders in Council, and on topics which 
circumstances have connected with both, 
It does not, however, entirely pass then 
by, but contains such references to then 
as I had supposed were likely to be useful, 
I am assured that in this ;respect I have 
acted in confermity with the President’s 
intentions. Indeed, if I had acted other- 
wise, I should bave complicated and en- 
barrassed a question which I was ordered 
to simplify, and forced into combination 
the peculiar difficulties .of several sub- 
jects, to counteract:the wishes,of my Go- 
vernment oneach. I should have done 
so too without:inducement; for [ had no 
authority to make apy demand or pto- 
posal in the cases ofthe Chesapeake and 
Orders in Couneil, or -to act on any 


| proposal which Lord Wellesley might be 
inclined to make to me: and it is per 


fectly clear that these subjects were not 
susceptible of any very material written 
illustrations which they had not already 
received. I do not, .however, imagiu¢ 
that. I was to make no use of the reflections 
upen them which you have furnished in 
your letter of the 24d November. I wai, 
on the contrary, convinced that it would 
be proper to suggest them occasionally 11 
conversation, with a view to dispose lord 
Wellesley, and through him - British 
Government, to seek such fair and libe 

adjustments with us as would.once mort 
make as friends.—-Accordingly in my firs 
conference I spoke of the affair of the 
Chesapeake, and the Orders in Council 
and concluded my explanations, which 

not lose sight of your letter of the 234 
November, by expressing a wish that lord 
Wellesley would allow me an. early oP 
portunity of a re-communication with him 
on these heads. From the digposttion 
evinced by lord Wellesley in the notict 
he took of these suggestions of that ws) 
I was inclined to hape that it -mightbe 
my power to.gunounce to you by, the 
turn of the corvette, that a new Envoy 
would be charged, as the successor of Mr. 
Jackson, wijh instructions adapted to, tb 
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pose of honourable accommodation. 
y letter to his lordship was writen under 
® influence of this hope, and concludes, 


}you will perceive, with as strong an ap-) 


al to the disposition on which it rested, 
rcoyld with propriety be made.—lI re- 
irred in subsequent conversations as often 
occasion presented itself, to the attack 
the Chesapeake, and to the Orders in 
uncil. Itsoon appeared, however, that 
ew Envoy would not in the first instance 
sent out to replace Mr. Jackson, and 
nsequently that arrangement of these 
bjects was not in’ that mode to be ex- 
sted. A special mission would still less 
resorted to, and it was not likely that 
proaches to negociation would be made 
ough a Charge d’Affaires. It was still 
ely possible that though I had no 
ers to negociate and conclude, the 


ritish Government might not be disin- 
@ined to make advances through me 
f that Lord Wellesley weuld suffer me, 


» far to understand the views of his 
Overnment, as that I might enable you 
judge upon what conditions, and in 
hat mode, arrangement was practicable, 
is was possible, though not very proba- 
e; but it finally became certain that no 
finite proposal would, for the present at 
st, be made to us through any channel, 
d that Lord Wellesley would not com- 
hit himself on the details to which I 
fished him to speak, but upon which, of 
rse, Idid not press him.—It only re- 
jains to refer you for the actual senti- 


n r nts of this Government, with regard to 


ure negociations; with regard to the 


jpncluding paragraph of lord Wellesiey’s 


ter to me, which is substantially the 
me with his recent verbal explanations ; 
nd to add, that in a short conversation 
ince the receipt of his letter, he told me 
at if I thought myself empowered to 
hter upon and to adjust the case of the 


hesapeake, he would proceed without: 


elay toconsider it with me.—I have not 
ipposed that Lord Wellesley’s letter re- 
uires any other than the common answer, 
nd I have accordingly given the reply, 
fwhich a copy is now transmitted,—I 
ave the honour to be, with great consider- 


tion, Sir, Your most obedient humble 


rvant, Wa. Pinkney, 


RANCE pe! ort of Capt, Duperre, com- 
manding the French Maritime Force at the 
Isle of France.—10th Sept. 1810. 


General,—The events which have suc- 


ceeded each other with such rapidity 
under your eves have not allowed me a 
moment since my arrival to acquaint you 
with the operations of the squadron under 
my command during my late cruise. | 
hasten to discharge this duty.— Having 
sailed on the 14th of Jast March, the 
squadron proceeded to the latitude you 
had appointed, im which it captured two 
vessels, one from China and the other from 
Bengal. On the Ist of June, as there was 
no longer any chance of prizes, I quitted 
the cruizing ground and steered for St. 
Augustin’s Bay, to repair damages and 
refresh the crew. J found there an Eng- 
lish whaler, which was foundering, and 
could not be taken possession of; I or- 
dered her to be burned. The squadron in 
a few days left the Bay, well caulked and 
equipped.—A few days after at day-break 
on the 3d of July, we perceived three sail, 
within sight of Mayotte Island, to which 
we gave chace. I soon discovered that 
they were three Company’s vessels. They 
were making off on the opposite tack, 
about eight miles to windward. The Bel- 
lona being an admirable sailer afforded a 
chance that I should be able to bring them 
to action about the middle of the day ; 
but the currents of wind did not favour 
her, although they did the Minerva, who 
got within cannon-shot of them at three 
o’clock. As soon as I had given the sig- 
nal for attack she gallantly ranged along 
the line to windward, engaged them with- 
in pistol-shot, passed the headmost ship 
for the purpose of-obliging her to fall 
back, and driving her to leeward, broke 
their line and engaged them again. This 


being crowned with the most complete 
success, when the frigate in an instant lost 
her main-top-mast and fore-top-gallant- 
mast. Fortuuately at this time I had got 
into the enemy’s wake, in which I con- 
tinued under a press of sail. The unex- 
pected success he had obtained appeared 
to give him courage. He restored his 
line, I made the signal for a decisive 
engagement. At half past five I passed to 
leeward of his line, which was formed in 
close order. 1 placed myself opposite the 
centre vessel, which appeared to be that 
of the Commander, but in such a way that 
I could partially direct my fire against. the 
whole three, which I engaged within less 
than pistol-shot at six o’clock.-— The 
enemy at first kept up a. brisk fire; 
their small arms were vigorously exerted. 
} At seven o’clock the headmost ship gave 
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herself stern way, for the purpose of getting 
under shelter of the vessel next to her, 
which becoming exposed by such a ma- 
noeuvre to the whole of my fire, called out 
that she had surrendered. I wished to 
take possession of her, and put a boat out 
for that purpose, but it was unfortunately 
swamped. The headmost vessel having 
endeavoured to pass under my stern, I 
suffered her todo so, and found her on the 
other side within pistol-shot. I attacked 
her vigorously, and at the second broad- 
side she struck, and extinguished all ber 
lights. ‘The manceuvre she had made 
brought her close to leeward of the Mi- 
nerve and Victor. I left her to these ves- 
sels, and proceeded to take possession of 
the ship that had struck, and to compel 
the third to surrender. I soon came up 
with her, and at the second broadside 
her lights were pulled down. I sent to 
take possession of these two vessels, and 
steered for the Minerve. I came up with 
her at 10 o’clock, and was exceedingly 
astonished to find her alone. ‘The Captain 
informed me that the vessel which had 
struck, and which I had given up to him, 
taking advantage of the excessive dark- 
ness of the night, and particularly of the 
confidence derived from her having sur- 
rendered, had, contrary to the laws of 
honour and of war, escaped from under 
his guns. It was necessary to man the 
two other ships, called the Ceylon and the 
Windham, coming from the Cape, and 
proceeding to Madras. They carried 
each 30 guns and had 400 soldiers on 
board each vessel, helonging to the 24th 
regiment of foot; a General Officer, a 
Colonel and the colours were on board, 
which accounts for their obstinate resist- 
ance. The disgraceful runaway wascalled 
the Astle, and was the strongest ship of 
the three. On the 20th of August, in the 
morning, | got sight of the mountains of 
Port Imperial, in the Isle of France. At 
noon, I could see the port. The National 
flag was flying on the Isle de la Passe, and 
the signal “ the enemy are cruising off:La 
Mire.” Athree-masted vessel was at an- 
chor under the fort, with French colours. I 
determined to touch there, or at least to 
take my direction from it. The sloop was 
a-head; the Minerve followed her. 
Victor, on doubling 
some shot both from it and the frigate, 


SS 
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and both instantly hoisted the Engi), 
flag. It “rst struck me that all this pay) 
was in possession of the enemy. | mad, 
the signal to the squadron, which was s1jj) 
under sail, for close order, and to keep ty 
windward. It was too late for the Mj. 
nerve; she and the Ceylon had already 
entered the pass. Ina few minutes sj 
went through it, engaging the fort and tic 
frigate. There was no longer hesitativy, 
The passage was to be forced, the equa. 
dron carried in, and a diversion effect; 
that might be useful to the country. | 
made sail, throwing out a signal to follow 
me. The Windham from some indecisiyy 
was unable to do so. I entered the pa. 
sage under easy sail, and the fire of the 
fort and the frigate. I gave the latter my 
whole broadside as I passed under the 
stern within cannon-shot. As soon as| 
had entered I discovered the French flay 
flying every where. The Isle de la Passe 
alone appeard to me to be in possession of 
the enemy. I joined my squadron, and 
gave orders that it should take a more ad- 
vanced ground of anchorages which was 
instantly done. I was informed froin the 
shore of the situation of the island. On 
the 2ist I placed the squadron near the 
shore, with the rear toward the rocks 
which skirt the Bay, and the van close to 
the coral reef. On the 22d the Nereide 
frigate, which was at anchor under the 
Isle of La Passe, was joined: by the Sirius. 
Both of them made a movement to attack 
me. Your Excellency being aware of the 
weak. state of my crews, in consequence 
of the prizes I had taken, and the engage- 
ments I had fought, sent me a detachment 
of fifty men from La Manche and L’En- 
treprenant sloop, with the necessary pro- 
portion of officers. I immediately station- 
ed them on board the different vessels. 
The plan of attack was frustrated by the 
Sirius getting on the reef in the @hannel, 
where she remained till night. On the 
23d two more frigates made their appeal 
ance, and joined the former two at their 
anchorage at four o’clock. From the pre- 
parations they made, I had not the smallest 
doubt that they would attack me.—At five 
o’clock the four enemy’s frigates advanc- 
ed. One of them made for the Minerve, 
another for the Ceylon, and two for the 
Betlone, indicating by their movemen's 
that they meant to anchor and attack us: 
(To be continued.) 
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